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Where Do We Go from Here? On Course for 2017 Annual Conference

Whether it’s summer vacation or life’s journey we’re
talking about, the road ahead isn’t without turns
or stops. At some point we all need to refresh, to
refuel or to get our bearings and reset our course.
Asking the question, “Where do we go from here?”
the 2017 Annual HESNI Conference aims to provide
answers that help healthcare facility managers
understand where they are at this point and what’s
needed to help get them to the next. The two-day
conference, May 4-5 at the NIU Conference Center
in Naperville, IL, will be packed with educational
programs, exhibits and ample time to get together
with your professional peers.
It all gets underway with a discussion of the
changes and challenges impacting our field from
keynote speaker and current ASHE president
Russell Harbaugh, CHEP. Day 2 starts off on a
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lighter yet thoughtful note with an entertaining look
at the illusions, excitement, rewards and magic of
change. In between will be a dozen more one-hour
seminars around topics ranging from designing
and building better healthcare facilities and then
– once they get built – address everything from
great patient care to better parking structures. A
special update from The Joint Commission is also
on tap. There will be plenty here to increase your
knowledge as you earn CEU’s at programs designed
to help healthcare facility managers. Click here for
a seminar schedule.
After the conclusion of the first day’s seminars,
stick around for the 3:30 pm cocktail reception.
Relax and enjoy refreshments while you mingle and
meet other members and guests.

Our exhibit rooms will be filled with displays from
product manufacturers, construction firms and
service providers whose friendly staff will be on
hand to answer your questions and learn your
needs. Learn about their products and services and
get connected to the vendors that provide them. By
investing a little time here you may also win one of
many valuable prizes given away in our exhibition
contest. Last year’s winners went home with gift
cards worth up to $500 and other prizes. See which
companies plan to exhibit.
There’s much waiting for you at the 2017 HESNI
Annual Conference. We hope you’ll plan to join us
both days! Make your reservation soon.
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Download HESNI’s 2017 Conference App
Before coming to the 2017 HESNI
Conference, download the free
event app. It’s your guide to all the
conference programs, presenters,
schedules, exhibitors and more.
Once you open the app, set up your
personal profile and log in and take
a few minutes to acquaint yourself
with everything there. You’ll find
a description of all the education
programs planned for both days,
when and where they’ll take place
who the presenters are. The app will
familiarize you with 70+ exhibitors
and help you locate the displays and
companies you’ll want to connect
with. Find out who else is at the conference in the networking
screen. The more you get to know the app and use it, the more
you’ll unlock its power. And the more points you’ll accrue as the
app’s inboard game scores everyone’s usage and tells us who
gets rewarded for the most points! A $100 prize is earmarked
for the winner! The app is designed to function on either Apple’s
iPhone or Adroid phones and tablet devices. Get the 2017 HESNI
Conference app at your app store and get connected now!
Search for hesni in app store and enter password hesni2017,
when requested during download.
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Chicago River Day: HESNI Helping Hands To Clean Up River
The 25th Annual Chicago River Day is
Saturday, May 13, and for a few hours
in the morning the sponsoring Friends
of the Chicago River need volunteers
to help with a little spring cleaning
and beautification at numerous places
along the river bank. Everyone will
pick up and sort trash for disposal or
recycling, perhaps remove invasive
vegetation and plant native seedlings
in the ground.
At the Irene Hernandez Picnic Area, one
of the sites along the north branch of
the river, the work will be undertaken by
FRIENDS OF HESNI, as a participant and
one of the day’s Tributary Sponsors. We invite all HESNI members who’d like to join us in
this worthwhile community service endeavor to make plans and sign up soon. The hours
are 9am – 12pm The Irene Hernandez Picnic Area, 4498 W. Foster Ave., Chicago, is on the
north side of Foster and Kilbourne Avenues a few blocks east of Cicero Ave. — and a short
drive from the Kennedy Expressway. When the work is done we’ll meet at nearby LaBagh
Woods for a barbecue, courtesy of Leopardo Construction. Bring family and friends if you
like. All are invited (children must be 8 years or older). Every volunteer will receive a t-shirt
from the Friends of the Chicago River. Find out more or register today.
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3 Kinds of Awards: Scholarship Applications Now Due by April 30
HESNI’s first scholarship recipients will be announced after the new April 30 deadline. The program, launched in the past
year, will annually offer three awards to help healthcare facility managers further their education and gain professional
certifications. It will also help support local internship programs. The scholarships will provide up to $2,500 in financial
support. Visit the scholarship page at www.hesni.org for a description of each award or to apply online.
HESNI full members who are also ASHE members may apply for all three scholarships; however, only one may be awarded to
the same person in the same year. We hope to announce our first winners at the 2017 HESNI Conference.

2017 NFPA Meeting Is Critical for Health Care
By Chad Beebe, AIA, SASHE ASHE Deputy Executive Director
Now is the time to begin planning
to attend the 2017 National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA)
Conference & Expo. The NFPA
Conference and Technical Meeting
will be held June 4 - 7, 2017, at the
Boston Convention and Exhibition
Center. Why should you attend this
year in particular? All of the NFPA
technical meetings are important,
because at these meetings code
changes are brought up for a vote.
The 2017 meeting is especially
important because several years
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ago a change was made to move
NFPA 99 and NFPA 101 into the
same code development cycle. This
year we have the opportunity to
review these important health care
documents, and changes made in
2017 will be incorporated into the
2018 editions.
Focusing on the 2018 edition can
seem difficult when hospitals are
currently using the 2000 and 1999
editions of these documents and
are just now discussing the move
to the 2012 edition. However, we

must treat every document as if
it is going to be adopted. NFPA
99 is often incorporated into the
International Building Code, so
every edition is important and could
pose significant hardships on your
facility should an unnecessary or
overly burdensome requirement slip
through. ASHE has been working
hard to align all of the various
codes and standards to have less
overlap, fewer gaps, and fewer code
conflicts. READ MORE
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March Membership Meeting Highlights Sustainability
More than 70 members and guests joined us on
March 9 at the Aramark in Downers Grove for our
first Membership Meeting of 2017. There were
plenty of familiar faces along with some new ones
for the noon meeting, which allowed time for
everyone to engage in a little conversation while
enjoying lunch in the large auditorium. President
Craig McKenzie welcomed everyone and reported
on recent business along with past and upcoming
events. Next he called to the front the afternoon’s
three presenters, who talked at length about what
sustainability means in a health care setting.
Ryan Ollie, CEM, CMVP, EIT, Katie Wickman,
MS, RN, CIC, and Michael Smucker combined
their specialties and experience to describe all
the processes and tasks that should be addressed
to promote a highly sustainable health care facility.
Many members stayed put afterward for a social
gathering at Aramark. They enjoyed the beer, wine,
soft drinks and delicious appetizers served there. All
these and lunch were provided in large part by our
three meeting sponsors: CenterPoint Energy, Gage
Consulting Engineers, Tovar Snow Professionals,
and Peoples Gas/North Shore Gas Savings
Programs. We thank them again for their support.
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We are also grateful to our meeting presenters from
Advocate Health Care. Ryan Ollie, summarizing
their talk, later wrote: “When we think of
sustainability, we often direct our attention to the
more mainstream areas of energy efficiency and
recycling. As a reminder from last month’s meeting,
sustainability in the healthcare field encompasses
so many more areas of an organization than most
people realize. With this in mind, here are some key
takeaways from the presentation:
• When we think about waste reduction,
remember the three R’s!

• Once an energy management program
is established, benchmark your existing
performance to “know where you stand,” before
implementing any energy efficiency projects.
• After going after “low-hanging fruit” by making
energy efficient operational improvements,
focus on larger capital projects. Download
presentation file.
The utility companies in the state of Illinois offer
many energy efficiency incentives/rebates to help
with project financing.

• Reduce
• Reuse
• Recycle
• What we buy matters. Consider evaluating
“green purchasing” strategies for equipment/
cleaning products, within your organization,
to help make a positive difference in the
community and transform the market.
• Energy costs represent a large chunk of
the typical facilities operating budget
(approximately 50%), so it’s important to take a
serious approach to energy management.
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Pedal to the Metal for Half-Fast Cup Racers
HESNI entered 2017 at full speed ahead, you
could say, when more than 30 members screamed
down the straightaways and screeched around
the bends and turns at our annual “Half-Fast Cup”
race on January 19. They were cheered along
by the crowd of well-wishers who viewed the
action through the glass wall of the lounge. It all
happened at the K1 Indoor Race Track in Addison,
IL. At the winners circle medals were awarded and
personal performance reports were handed to
each competitor.
Congratulations to our top three finalists: (1st
Place) Tim Shanahan, Kleen Air Service Corp.,
(2nd Place) Craig McKenzie, Advocate Health
Care, and (3rd Place) Vince Shanahan, Kleen Air
Service Corp. Other finalists in earlier races were
also awarded medals for their performance. View
race photos here.
After the final race, everyone gathered in the
lounge for a buffet and refreshments. Our special
thanks go to F.E. Moran Fire Protection, which
sponsored refreshments for the event.
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ASHE Annual Conference in Indianapolis, Aug. 6-9
The 2017 ASHE Annual Conference and Technical Exhibition for health care facility management and engineering professionals will take
place August 6-9 at the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis, IN. More than 3,300 industry professionals attend the ASHE Annual
Conference and Technical Exhibition to share perspectives on optimizing the health care built environment.
The ASHE Annual Conference programming gives health care facility management and engineering professionals the tools they need to
navigate and adapt as the health care landscape shifts. Sessions showcase thought-provoking research and presentations that focus
on compliance strategies, operational excellence, leadership, management development, and other topics affecting health care facility
professionals. See what’s planned for 2017.
Plan to attend the ASHE Annual Conference and Technical Exhibition to network with professionals in the field and get the information
you need to thrive and survive in the new health care climate.

Go Beyond Competency at this Chicago Workshop
Want to learn how to clearly explain the importance of facility services to your C-Suite? If so, ASHE invites
you to attend a two-day workshop, May 8-9, Holiday Inn Mart Plaza, 350 W. Mart Center Drive, Chicago,
titled “Beyond Competency: Health Facility Leadership Skills Development.” In this workshop, you will
work through real world examples and engage in interactive discussions to develop your soft skills, or
business communication skills. Soft skills can help you better communicate with executives, doctors,
nurses, and anyone else in your health care organization. If you are a manager or a director, the skills
covered in this workshop can help you effectively engage your employees. If you are not yet a manager,
this workshop can help prepare you for a management role. Get more information and sign up, and help
take your career to the next level.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS
AFFILIATE MEMBERS

MEMBERS
Adam Bloom
Advocate Health Care

Michael Roy
University of Illinois Hospital

Justin Burkhardt
Imbert Corporation

John Dunat
Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A.,
Inc.

Erik Sander
Loyola University Health System

Scott Carroll
ServiceMaster Restore

Anthony Sierzega
Plymouth Place

Frank Kociper
Kroeschell, Inc.

Tim Sopoci
Northwestern Medicine CDH

Justin Reed
The Garland Company, Inc.

Essix White
University Of Chicago Medicine

Alesha Shaw
Klein and Hoffman

Darryl Dylla
Advocate Illinois Masonic
Medical Center
Steven Fifarek
Advocate Health Care
Lucas Kibbon
Palos Health
Travis Kuehner
Advocate Health Care
Patrick Lyons
Advocate Health Care
Jayson Nordstrom
Riverside HealthCare

Jessica Sherwood
Leopardo Construction
Charles Suhajda
Trane
Lauren Sustek
Bartkowski Life Safety
Tony Swietek
Kroeschell, Inc.

Jason Oles
Loyola University Health System
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We thank you 2017 Sponsors
PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

DP SYSTEMS

AIR FILTRATION PRODUCTS

p9

 i

